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Some Words on Ho Te-lai’s Exhibition

The Taipei Fine Arts Museum held an exhibition of my uncle Ho Te-lai’s paintings, which became the museum's
collection through my donation. | felt particularly happy about this exhibition. | would like to add that my uncle
received strong support and understanding from his wife, my aunt Hideko, in pursuing an artistic career throughout
his life.

After graduating from the Tokyo Fine Arts College (now Tokyo Arts University, Tokyo Gejjutsu Gaakd in Japanese ),
my uncle began his own creative career. In addition, he helped groom many young painters. In later days, he was
devoted to the development of the Shink6zo-Sha, a very influential artist group in Japan. Taking an overall view of his
works, my uncle displayed in his paintings a gentleness and love for communicating with nature, just as his own
personality.

My uncle was born on the beautiful island of Formosa — Taiwan. After he moved to Tokyo when he was nine years
old, he spent most of his life in Japan. During his lifetime, he persisted in his pursuit of a carefree and passionate
revelation of artistic creation and research. His works recorded his growth and life, and every painting becomes a diary
of his mental projection. My uncle once recalled with a sad tone that, “only when | close my eyes will my works be
recognized by the world.”

This exhibition can be regarded as a realization of his prophecy. | am so excited that his works can be put in front of the
public in his native home town. | hope that my uncle’s paintings can help inspire some young artists and contribute to
the cultural exchange between Taiwan and Japan. | would like to cite an excerpt from my uncle’s poems in conclusion:

"Impossible to forget, brushes are my veins,
Canvas is my body, and other sets are my hot blood"

"What is limited is one's burning zeal;
Oh. what can be burning for thousands of years is the sun."

"I finish a day’s due without remorse, and
I will continue my course as it is due."

"I feel lonesome to think that all things exist 'cause of me.

| feel lonesome as well to think that all things shall perish ‘cause of my death.

The realization of the eternity of universe and the brevity of one's life really makes me feel lonely.
I really long to die, and, yet life is what must be continued.

Alas, laugh then! When you feel rejoiced.

Cry aloud! When you feel downcast.

And, this is beautiful."

Ho Teng-chin
November 21, 1994
Tokyo
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